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(57) ABSTRACT

To provide a weighing apparatus by which it is possible for a
user himself/herself to determine poor performance of the
apparatus is a factor attributable to an installation environ-
ment, and the weighing accuracy is improved. Respective
temporal fluctuations in weighed data detected from a load
measuring mechanism 2 and environmental measurement
data detected in an environmental measurement means 10 are
recorded in a correlative manner in an arithmetic processing
unit 32, and the temporal fluctuations are visually recogniz-
able via a display unit 31. Thereby, the correlation between
the environmental variations and the weighed data is visually
disclosed, which makes it possible for a user to easily recog-
nize that poor performance of the apparatus is attributable to
the environmental variations, that increases the reliability of
the weighing apparatus. Further, the fundamental perfor-
mance (accuracy) presented by the apparatus is also assured
by allowing the user himself/herself to improve the surround-
ing environment.

7 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
WEIGHING APPARATUS THAT
CORRELATES ENVIRONMENTAL
FLUCTUATIONS WITH WEIGHT RESULTS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a weighing apparatus
including amass spectrometer such as an electronic balance,
and particularly, to a weighing apparatus including a mass
spectrometer with high weighing accuracy such as an analyti-
cal balance or a micro electronic balance, as one of the com-
ponents.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(1) Field of the Invention

For example, in a weighing apparatus which includes a
mass spectrometer such as an electromagnetic equilibrium
system electronic balance, as one of the components, and in
which another device such as a PC or a printer for outputting
measurement results is connected to the electronic balance, it
has been known that variations in environmental conditions
such as temperature, humidity, atmospheric pressure, and
vibration in an installation site of the electronic balance have
effects on a measurement sensitivity, a zero-point (an
unloaded weighed value), and a span value (a difference
between a weighed value at the time of weighing a load with
an already-known mass and the zero-point), that results in a
factor preventing high-accuracy measurement. In particular,
in an analytical electronic balance whose accuracy of reading
a weighed value (minimum display) is 0.1 mg or less, and
moreover, in a microelectronic balance whose accuracy of
reading a weighed value is 0.1 .mu.g or less, the effect on a
measurement result (weighed value) which a weighing error
caused by variations in environmental conditions is
extremely large.

(2) Description of Related Art

Japanese Published Unexamined Patent Application No.
S62-280624 discloses a weighing apparatus including a func-
tion that, in order to reduce errors by variations in environ-
mental conditions, so as to approximate a weighed value to a
true value, environmental factors (temperature, humidity,
atmospheric pressure, vibration, and the like) having effects
on weighing are recorded (undergoes monitoring), and envi-
ronmental measurement data obtained from the record are
used as correction values at the time of calibration (see page
1 and the claims). Japanese Published Unexamined Patent
Application No. 2007-139768 discloses a weighing appara-
tus that evaluates whether or not the recorded environmental
measurement data are within the allowable values for bring-
ing out the fundamental performance of the weighing appa-
ratus, and when the data are greater than or equal to the
allowable values, that effect is displayed so as to urge a user
to correct the values (see paragraphs [0046], and [0049] to
[0053], and FIGS. 2 to 5).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

However, there have been many accounts from users that
the fundamental performance assured by the weighing appa-
ratus has not been brought about even after calibration of
correction in the aforementioned conventional weighing
apparatus.

As a cause for this, in some cases, this may result from
variations in the surrounding environment of the apparatus
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2

such as a rapid temperature change by a motion of an air
conditioner, changes in atmospheric pressure and humidity
by a passing low pressure system, or distant earthquake. No
matter how many times a user carries out calibration under
widely varying environmental conditions, the fundamental
performance is not brought about unless the variations in the
surrounding environment become settled. In the conventional
weighing apparatus, although these environmental variations
in the surrounding environment (installation environment)
are recorded (undergo monitoring), the analysis results
obtained by the monitoring are merely disclosed (displayed),
and the appearance of the monitoring (temporal fluctuations
in data) have not been disclosed to users. Even more, it has
been impossible for users to know how environmental varia-
tions have had effects on a measurement result (weighed
value), and what kinds of correlative relationships exist
between the environmental variations and the weighed value.

Therefore, a problem has occurred that, in the case where
the fundamental performance does not result even after cali-
bration (calibrations are carried out many times), it is impos-
sible for auser to understand whether the cause for that is poor
performance resulting from the installation environment, or
poor performance in the weighing apparatus main body, and
this increases anxiety over whether to continue the weighing
or trusting the weighed value, and substantially feeds uncer-
tainty into the mass spectrometer itself.

The present invention is, first, to provide a user-friendly
weighing apparatus which includes means which enables a
user to recognize how much an installation environment of
the weighing apparatus has an effect on weighing, thereby
making it is possible for the user himself/herself to determine
poor performance of the apparatus is a factor attributable to
the installation environment, to reduce anxiety in use, allow-
ing the users to use the apparatus with confidence, including
understanding error factors by environment, and second, to
provide a weighing apparatus which is, by including the
above-described means thereof, capable of improving the
weighing accuracy from a new perspective (angle) of improv-
ing the installation environment.

Means for Solving the Problem(s)

In order to achieve the aforementioned object, a weighing
apparatus according to a first aspect of the invention includes
a load measuring mechanism that detects weighed data, envi-
ronmental measurement means for detecting physical
amounts in an environment in which the load measuring
mechanism is installed, storage means for storing the
weighed data detected by the load measuring mechanism, and
environmental measurement data detected by the environ-
mental measurement means, and an arithmetic processing
unit which performs arithmetic processing by use of the
weighed data and the environmental measurement data stored
in the storage means, and in the weighing apparatus, the
arithmetic processing unit is configured to correlate and
record respective temporal fluctuations in the weighed data
and the environmental measurement data, so as to make the
temporal fluctuations visually recognizable via a display unit.

In accordance with a second aspect of the invention, in the
weighing apparatus according to the first aspect, the arith-
metic processing unit is configured to correlate at least one of
a zero-point that is unloaded weighed data and a weight that
is loaded weighed data with the recorded data, so as to make
those visually recognizable via the display unit.

(Operation of the invention) In the first and second aspects,
it is understood that the weighed data (the zero-point that is
unloaded weighed data and the weight that is loaded weighed
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data) used for calculation of a weighed result (weighed value)
of a load mass as an object to be weighed varies so as to be
correlated with environmental variations (temperature,
humidity, atmospheric pressure, vibration, and the like) in
which the load measuring mechanism is placed. For example,
atemperature change causes sensitivity drifting, and a change
in mass moment due to a humidity change and a buoyancy
modification due to an atmospheric pressure change causes
zero-point drifting.

Then, the apparatus is configured such that the environ-
mental measurement data of the apparatus surroundings and
the weighed data are simultaneously recorded (undergo
monitoring), to correlate both, so as to be capable of visually
recognizing the respective temporal fluctuations (the appear-
ance of simultaneous monitoring) of the environmental mea-
surement data and the weighed data via the display unit,
thereby visually disclosing the correlation between the envi-
ronmental variations and the weighed data which has not
conventionally become apparent, which makes it possible for
a user to easily recognize that poor performance of the appa-
ratus is attributable to environmental variations.

Moreover, provided that amounts of variations of the
respective values are determined from the simultaneous
recording of the environmental measurement data and the
weighed data, to perform correlation analysis, and the like, so
asto determine a coefficient for judging a correlation between
the environmental variations and the weighed data, and
means for judging and evaluating the influence rates of envi-
ronmental parameters on variations in weighed data is pro-
vided, and the evaluation results are presented to a user, it is
possible for the user to estimate, for example, for temperature
management, to what extent improvements are required for
weighed data to be within a target management range, thus it
is possible for the user himselt/herself to conduct the envi-
ronmental improvement. Or, provided that a minimum dis-
play of a weighed value which is determinable under the
current environment is estimated to be presented from the
influence rate judging means, it is possible to inform the user
of the maximal performance obtained under the current envi-
ronment, thus it is possible for the user himself/herself to
judge on the scene whether or not the weighing is continued.

In accordance with a third aspect of the invention, in the
weighing apparatus according to the first aspect or the second
aspect, the arithmetic processing unit is configured to com-
pute a span value which is a difference between weighed data
at the time of weighing a load with an already-known mass
and unloaded weighed data, and correlate the difference with
the recorded data, so as to make those visually recognizable
via the display unit.

(Operation of the invention) Because the weighed data
(zero-point, weight) vary according to environmental varia-
tions, these are simultaneously recorded so as to be correlated
with each other, it is possible to recognize the correlation
between the environmental variations and the weighed data.
In addition, temporal fluctuations in a span value which is a
difference between weighed data at the time of weighing a
load with an already-known mass and unloaded weighed data
(zero-point) are recorded, thereby it is possible to understand
that the difference is constantly weighed and how stable the
already-known mass is weighed, and therefore, a variation in
span value is also displayed in a correlative manner, thereby it
is possible to understand how the environmental variations
are correlated with the reliability of the weighing apparatus.

In accordance with a fourth aspect of the invention, in the
weighing apparatus according to the third aspect, the arith-
metic processing unit is configured to compute a standard
deviation of the span value which is determined by repeatedly
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weighing the load with the already-known mass several
times, and correlate the standard deviation with the recorded
data, so as to make those visually recognizable via the display
unit.

(Operation of the invention) Because the temporal fluctua-
tions in standard deviation of the span value which is deter-
mined by repeatedly weighing the load with the already-
known mass several times are recorded, it is possible to
reliably know how the span value is reproduced, and provid-
ing the capability of showing the same weighed value even by
calculating the same mass many times, thus the variations in
standard deviation of the span value are also displayed in a
correlative manner, thereby it is possible to understand how
the environmental variations are correlated with the reliabil-
ity of the weighing apparatus.

In accordance with a fifth aspect of the invention, in the
weighing apparatus according to the second aspect, the arith-
metic processing unit is configured to determine a standard
deviation by repeatedly weighing the zero-point or the
weight, and correlate the standard deviation with the recorded
data, so as to make those visually recognizable via the display
unit.

(Operation of the invention) The temporal variations in
standard deviation of the zero-point or the weight that is
measurement data are recorded, thereby it is possible to reli-
ably know how the weighed data is reproduced, thus the
fluctuations in standard deviation of the zero-point or the
weight are also displayed in a correlative manner, thereby it is
possible to understand how the environmental variations are
correlated with the reliability of the weighing apparatus.

In accordance with a sixth aspect of the invention, in the
weighing apparatus according to any one of the first to fifth
aspects, the temporal fluctuations are configured to be dis-
played as temporal fluctuation graphs expressed with respect
to a temporal axis on the display unit.

(Operation of the invention) Because the temporal fluctua-
tions in respective values are displayed as a time-series graph
on the same temporal axis, the correlation (correspondence
relation) between the environmental variations and the
weighed data, the span value, and the standard deviation are
disclosed in an easy-to-understand way for a user.

In accordance with a seventh aspect of the invention, in the
weighing apparatus according to any one of the first to sixth
aspects, the environmental measurement means is provided
in a mass spectrometer having the load measuring mecha-
nism.

(Operation of the invention) The environmental measure-
ment means is provided in the mass spectrometer which is one
of the components of the weighing apparatus, to unitize the
apparatus.

Advantageous Effect of the Invention

In accordance with the invention according to the first and
second aspects, the temporal fluctuations in environmental
measurement data and the weighed data are visually recog-
nizable (visually displayed) in a correlative manner, thereby it
possible for a user to immediately recognize the relationship
between the poor performance of the apparatus and the envi-
ronmental variations, which increases the reliability of the
weighing apparatus for the user. Further, the fundamental
performance (accuracy) presented by the apparatus is also
assured by allowing the user himself/herself to improve the
surrounding environment.

In accordance with the invention according to the third
aspect, the temporal change in span value with which it is
possible to understand how constant a difference between the
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weighed data at the time of weighing the already-known load
and the unloaded weighed data is (how stable the weighing
is), are recorded to correlate with the environmental varia-
tions, thereby it is easier to understand the correlation
between the poor performance of the apparatus and the envi-
ronmental variations.

In accordance with the invention according to the fourth
and fifth aspects, the temporal fluctuations in standard devia-
tion showing repeatability are recorded to correlate with the
environmental variations, thereby it is easier to understand
the correlation between the poor performance of the appara-
tus and the variations in the surrounding environment.

In accordance with the invention according to the sixth
aspect, the correlation (correspondence relation) between the
environmental variations and the weighed data, the span
value, and the standard deviation are disclosed in an easy-to-
understand way for a user.

In accordance with the invention according to the seventh
aspect, the apparatus is unitized, which results in space-sav-
ing that improves usability of the weighing apparatus.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is ablock diagram of a weighing apparatus accord-
ing to a first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of an environmental evaluation mode
according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 3 are monitoring diagrams of a correlation between
environmental measurement data and a zero-point obtained in
the mode.

FIG. 4 are monitoring diagrams of a correlation between
environmental measurement data and a span value obtained
in the mode.

FIG. 5 is a monitoring diagram of a correlation between a
temperature change and a span value obtained in the mode.

FIG. 6 are monitoring diagrams of a correlation between
environmental measurement data and a standard deviation of
a span value obtained in the mode.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of an environmental evaluation mode
according to a second embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A first embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 6.

FIG. 1 is ablock diagram of a weighing apparatus accord-
ing to the first embodiment. An illustrated weighing apparatus
100 is composed of an electronic balance 1 which is a mass
spectrometer, a data logger 20 for storing data measured by
the electronic balance 1, and an external PC 30 for analyzing
the measurement data.

The electronic balance 1 is an electromagnetic equilibrium
system micro electronic balance, and an accuracy of reading
a weighed value (minimum display), which is a load mass as
an object to be weighed, is 1 pug (0.001 mg).

In the electronic balance 1, a load measuring mechanism 2
having a load transmitting mechanism, an electromagnetic
portion, and the like, a built-in balance weight inserting/
deleting mechanism 6 which inserts and deletes a built-in
balance weight 5 with an already-known mass into and from
the load measuring mechanism 2, a motor 7 which actuates
the built-in balance weight inserting/deleting mechanism 6,
and a motor driving circuit 8 that controls driving of the motor
7 are provided, and the built-in balance weight 5 is configured
to be automatically lifted up and down. Weighed data
detected from the load measuring mechanism 2 undergoes
A/D conversion from an analog signal into a digital signal by
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aninternal CPU 3, to be sampled by data sampling means, and
is thereafter stored in the data logger 20 (storage means).

Further, an environmental sensor 10 (environmental mea-
surement means) which time-course senses changes in physi-
cal amounts in an environment in which the electronic bal-
ance 1 is installed is built in the electronic balance 1. The
environmental sensor 10 is composed of a temperature sensor
11, a humidity sensor 12, and an atmospheric pressure sensor
13. The environmental measurement data (temperature,
humidity, atmospheric pressure) which are time-course
detected by the environmental sensor 10, are sampled in the
same way as weighed data, and are thereafter stored in the
datalogger 20. The environmental sensor 10 may be an exter-
nal device. However, the environmental sensor 10 is unitized
in the electronic balance 1, which results in space-saving, so
as to improve usability of the electronic balance 1. Further, a
display unit 4 for weighed value, etc., on which a weighed
value of mass and various types of setting contents are dis-
played, which is conventionally the same, is provided in the
electronic balance 1.

Reference numeral 32 denotes an external CPU (arithmetic
processing unit) provided in the external PC 30, which is
composed of an intermediate processing unit, various types of
memory mechanisms, and the like. In the external CPU 32,
various types of programs which are conventionally the same,
and specifically, programs for determining a weighed value of
mass is determined from a difference between a weight that is
loaded weighed data and a zero-point that is unloaded
weighed data, and for computing a span value (a difference
between weighed data at the time of weighing a load with an
already-known mass and a zero-point) from weighed data
obtained by automatic lifting-up/down of the built-in balance
weight 5 with an already-known mass, a standard deviation of
the span value which is determined by weighing span values
several times, or a standard deviation of weighed data which
is determined by repeatedly weighing a zero-point and a
weight several times are stored.

Then, in addition to the above description, in the external
CPU 32, environmental evaluation in which temporal fluc-
tuations in the weighed data (zero-point, weight) and tempo-
ral fluctuations in the respective environmental measurement
data (temperature, humidity, atmospheric pressure) which are
stored in the data logger 20 are continuously or intermittently
recorded, that is, undergo monitoring (the data acquired over
a long period of time), and the respective temporal fluctua-
tions are correlated with the same temporal axis is performed.
Moreover, in this environmental evaluation, in addition to the
aforementioned temporal fluctuations, a temporal fluctuation
in the computed span value and/or standard deviation as well
is correlated. Then, an instruction is issued such that the
correlations between the respective temporal fluctuations are
visually displayed via a monitor 31 (display unit) of the
external PC 30. Specifically, an instruction is issued such that
the temporal fluctuations in environmental measurement
data, and the temporal fluctuations in weighed data, the span
value, or the standard deviation of the span value are dis-
played as a temporal fluctuation graph (correlation monitor-
ing diagram) expressed with respect to the same temporal
axis.

Then, on the monitor 31 of the external PC 30, the afore-
mentioned correlation monitoring diagrams are displayed in
real-time or in a time range required from a user by instruction
from the external CPU 32 (FIGS. 3, 4, 5, and 6).

Next, an actuation in the above-described environmental
evaluation mode will be described on the basis of a flowchart
of the environmental evaluation mode according to the first
embodiment shown in FIG. 2.
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When the apparatus enters the environmental evaluation
mode, first, in Step S1, environmental measurement data
detected by the environmental sensor 10, that is respective
measurement data of temperature, humidity, and atmospheric
pressure are sampled. In addition, it is possible to arbitrarily
select environmental components to be sampled depending
on the requirements. Then, the sampling data on the respec-
tive environmental components are taken continuously for
several hours to some days, to be recorded in the data logger
20 in step S4. In addition, it is possible to arbitrarily set this
sampling time depending on the requirements.

Simultaneously with Step S1, in Step S2, the built-in bal-
ance weight 5 is automatically lifted up and down, for
example, one time per minute in the load measuring mecha-
nism 2, and in Step S3, data (weighed data) of a weight and a
zero-point of the built-in balance weight 5 are sampled from
the load measuring mechanism 2, and in Step S4, the data are
recorded in the data logger 20 in the same way as the envi-
ronmental measurement data.

The environmental measurement data and the weighed
data recorded in the data logger 20 are, in Step S5, read out by
the external CPU 32, and undergo monitoring so as to be
correlated with the temporal axes of both being unified.

In addition, in Step S6, a span value of the built-in balance
weight 5 is computed from the sampling weighed data, and
moreover, a standard deviation with respect to a true value of
the built-in balance weight 5 is computed from a plurality of
span value data. Then, in Step S7, the temporal fluctuation in
the span value also undergoes monitoring so as to be corre-
lated with the temporal axes being unified, and temporal
fluctuations in the standard deviation of the span value also
undergo monitoring, in the calculated timing, so as to be
correlated with the temporal axes being unified.

Then, in Step S8, as shown in FIGS. 3 to 6, when these
temporal fluctuations are output to be displayed on the moni-
tor 31 as a correlation monitoring diagram in which the time
is plotted on the horizontal axis and the respective values are
plotted on the vertical axis, the environmental evaluation
mode is terminated.

FIG. 3 are correlation monitoring diagrams of environmen-
tal measurement data and a zero-point obtained in the envi-
ronmental evaluation mode, and temporal fluctuation graphs
showing the appearances of simultaneously monitoring tem-
poral fluctuation in environmental measurement data (tem-
perature, humidity, atmospheric pressure) and temporal fluc-
tuations in weighed data (zero-point). The horizontal axis
shows time [Date:Clock Time], and the upper stage vertical
axis shows temperature [® C.], humidity [%], atmospheric
pressure [hPa], and the lower stage vertical axis shows zero-
point [g].

When observing the monitoring diagram of the environ-
mental measurement data (upper stage of FIG. 3), it is under-
stood that a rapid drop in atmospheric pressure and an
increase in humidity according to the drop in atmospheric
pressure occurred on December 3rd at around 5 p.m. Then,
when observing the monitoring diagram of the zero-point
(lower stage of FIG. 3), it is understood that the zero-point fell
significantly into negative territory on December 3rd at
around 5 p.m. The detailed reason for this is because the
buoyancy applied to the built-in balance weight 5 decreased
due to a variation in atmospheric pressure, to weight the
zero-point, and a mass moment is changed due to an increase
in humidity, to break down the balance around the fulcrum of
the balance.

However, because the variations of the respective values
are displayed as time-series graphs as shown in FIG. 3, the
correlation between the environmental variations and the
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variations in weighed data (correspondence relation) is dis-
closed in an easy-to-understand way for a user. Therefore,
even if the user does not understand the aforementioned rea-
son, when observing FIG. 3, it is possible to visually under-
stand in one viewing that the rapid variation in zero-point is
caused by a drop in atmospheric pressure and/or an increase
in humidity. That is, because the temporal fluctuations in
environmental measurement data around the electronic bal-
ance 1 and the temporal fluctuations in weighed data are
correlated to undergo monitoring, and those temporal fluc-
tuations are displayed via the monitor 31, that is the correla-
tion between the environmental measurement data and the
weighed data, which has not conventionally become appar-
ent, is visually disclosed. Therefore, it is possible for a user to
easily recognize that the poor performance of the electronic
balance 1 is attributable to variations in the surrounding envi-
ronment.

Next, FIG. 4 are monitoring diagrams of a correlation
between environmental measurement data and a span value
obtained in the mode. Because a span value is a difference
between weighed data at the time of weighing a load with an
already-known mass and a zero-point, in this case, the span
value expresses a difference between a weight of the built-in
balance weight 5 and a zero-point. Then, when observing the
monitoring diagram of the span value (lower stage of FIG. 4),
disorder in the data is confirmed on December 3rd at around
5 p.m. The reason for this is because of a buoyancy modifi-
cation due to a drop in atmospheric pressure in the same way
as described above.

Further, FIG. 5 is a monitoring diagram of a correlation
between a temperature change and a span value obtained in
the mode. When observing FIG. 5, it is confirmed that the
span value varies significantly according to an increase in
temperature inside the balance immediately after application
of power to the electronic balance 1. The reason for this is
because of power-on drifting of the mass spectrometer as
generally stated.

However, because the correlation between both are dis-
closed as a time-series graph in an easy-to-understand way for
a user, when observing FIG. 4, it is possible for a user to
understand in one viewing that the variation in span value
results from a drop in atmospheric pressure and/or an increase
in humidity, and when observing FIG. 5, it is possible to
understand in one viewing that the variation in span value is
caused by a temperature change up to passage of a given time
after application of power.

Next, FIG. 6 are monitoring diagrams of a correlation
between environmental measurement data and a standard
deviation of the span value obtained in the mode, and the
lower stage in FIG. 3 is a graph of a standard deviation of the
spanvalue. The standard deviation in the present embodiment
is shown as a standard deviation of the span value which is
calculated by repeatedly weighing the built-in balance weight
5 with an already-known mass ten times. Then, when observ-
ing the monitoring diagram (lower stage of FIG. 6) of the
standard deviation showing repeatability, it is understood that
the standard deviation (an error) is around substantially 2.5 g
from December 4th to December 8th, that is, stable weighing
is performed. That is, as long as there are no significant
environmental variations, the electronic balance 1 is assured
of a weighing accuracy of 2.5 pg (this is the fundamental
performance assured by the apparatus). However, it is under-
stood that an error up to 9.0 pug occurs on December 3rd at
around 5 p.m. on passing low pressure system. This is because
of'a variation in span value due to a fluctuation in atmospheric
pressure. However, because the correlation between both is
disclosed as time-series graphs in an easy-to-understand way,
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when observing FIG. 6, it is possible for a user to understand
in one viewing that the increase in standard deviation (an
error) generally showing the reliability is caused by a drop in
atmospheric pressure and/or an increase in humidity.

Here, with FIG. 3, it is possible for the user to recognize the
correlation between the temporal fluctuations in environmen-
tal measurement data and the temporal fluctuations in
weighed data. In addition, as shown in FIGS. 4 to 6, because
the temporal fluctuations in span value and/or standard devia-
tion showing repeatability are simultaneously displayed in a
correlative manner, it is easy to understand how the environ-
mental variations are correlated with the reliability of the
electronic balance 1. For example, in the case where a true
value of mass is 200.0 g, given that a value of zero-point is 0.0
g, and a weight is 200.0 g, a span value is 200.0 g. Next, given
that a value of zero-point is 0.1 g, and a weight is 200.1 g, a
span value is 200.0 g. Therefore, if a span value does not vary
even when the zero-point varies, it may be considered that the
performance as a mass spectrometer is sufficiently assured.
However, given that a value of zero-point is 0.1 g, and a
weight is 200.5 g, a span value is 200.4 g, therefore, it is
understood that poor performance occurs.

That s, it is possible to know how stable the already-known
mass is weighed (how constant a difference between a weight
at the time of weighing the already-known load and an
unloaded zero-point is weighed) by monitoring a temporal
fluctuations in span value.

Moreover, by monitoring a temporal fluctuations in stan-
dard deviation of span value, it is possible to know how the
span value is reproduced, and providing the capability of
showing the same weighed value even by calculating the
same mass many times.

Then, by correlating these span values and standard devia-
tion of the span values with the environmental variations, it is
easier for the user to understand the correlation between
variations in the surrounding environment of the electronic
balance 1 and poor performance of the electronic balance 1.

As described above, because the temporal fluctuations in
environmental measurement data, and the temporal fluctua-
tions in weighed data, span value, and standard deviation of
the span value are visually displayed as time-series graphs in
a correlative manner, it is possible for a user to immediately
recognize the relationship between poor performance of the
electronic balance 1 and environmental variations, that
increases the reliability of the electronic balance 1 for the
user.

Further, from the correlation monitoring diagrams of
FIGS. 3 to 6, it is possible for the user to know that variations
in weighed data, span value, and standard deviation of the
span value are caused by an increase in humidity, a drop in
atmospheric pressure, and an increase in temperature. There-
fore, it is possible for the user himself/herself to conduct
improvement of the surrounding environment of the elec-
tronic balance 1 so as not to stop an air conditioner at leaving
time, or to keep humidity constant.

Then, the fundamental performance (accuracy) presented
by the electronic balance 1 is maintained by the environmen-
tal improvement by the user himself/herself, thereby achiev-
ing improvement in weighing accuracy from a new perspec-
tive (angle) of improving the installation environment.

Further, because the error (standard deviation) on Decem-
ber 3rd at around 5 p.m. is approximately 10 ug (approxi-
mately 0.01 mg) in the correlation monitoring diagram of the
standard deviation of the span value (FIG. 6), it is possible for
auser to understand that the maximal performance (minimum
display) obtained under the current environment is 0.01 mg
with reference to this correlation monitoring diagram. That is,
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at this time, it is possible for the user to judge on the scene
whether the weighing is stopped when a required weighing
accuracy is 1 pg (0.001 mg) or the weighing is continued
when a required weighing accuracy is 1 mg which is no
problem, therefore it is user-friendly.

As described above, the problem that in the case where the
fundamental performance of the electronic balance 1 is not
brought about, it is impossible for a user to understand
whether the cause for that is poor performance caused by the
installation environment, or poor performance in the weigh-
ing apparatus main body, this increases anxiety over whether
to continue the weighing or trusting the weighed value, and
substantially feeds uncertainty into the mass spectrometer
itself, thereby restoring a sense of confidence in the mass
spectrometer manufacturer.

In addition, in the lower stage of FIG. 6, the standard
deviation of the span value is displayed as a standard devia-
tion. However, a standard deviation which is determined by
repeatedly weighing a zero-point and a weight may be dis-
played. By monitoring a temporal change in standard devia-
tion of a zero-point or a weight, which are weighed data, it is
possible to reliably know how the weighed data are repro-
duced. Therefore, even in the case where a standard deviation
between a zero-point and a weight is displayed in a correlative
manner, when observing the correlation monitoring diagram,
it is possible for the user to understand in one viewing that the
increase in standard deviation generally showing the reliabil-
ity results from, for example, a drop in atmospheric pressure
and/or an increase in humidity from the graph. Therefore,
even in the case where a standard deviation between a zero-
point and a weight is displayed in a correlative manner, it is
easier for the user to understand the correlation between
variations in the surrounding environment of the electronic
balance 1 and poor performance of the electronic balance 1,
thatis the same effect obtained when the standard deviation of
the span value is used.

Further, in the same way, in the lower stage of FIG. 3, the
zero-point is displayed as weighed data. However, a weight
may be displayed as weighed data.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of an environmental evaluation mode
according to a second embodiment.

In the second embodiment, the configuration in the first
embodiment is used, an influence rate evaluative function for
judging which environmental parameter has the highest influ-
ence on weighed data and the like is added to the external
CPU 32. That is, as shown in FIG. 7, in the second embodi-
ment, an influence rate evaluative flow on and after Step S8 is
added to the environmental evaluation mode in the first
embodiment.

When the apparatus enters the environmental evaluation
mode, in the same way as in the first embodiment, in Steps S1
to S7, the respective environmental measurement data of
temperature, humidity, and atmospheric pressure and the
weighed data of the built-in balance weight 5 are sampled,
and the environmental measurement data, the weighed data
and a span value, and a standard deviations of the span value
undergo monitoring in a correlative manner.

Next, in Step S8, it is judged whether or not the calculated
standard deviation satisfies the fundamental performance
(standard deviation of 2.5 pg). When it is judged YES (the
standard deviation is 2.5 pg or less), the process proceeds to
Step S10, and in the same way as in the first embodiment, only
the correlation monitoring diagram is displayed on the moni-
tor 31, and the environmental evaluation mode is terminated.
On the other hand, when it is judged NO (the standard devia-
tion is greater than 2.5 pg), influence rates of environmental
parameters are judged by the influence rate judging means in
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Step S9. In Step S9, for example, amounts of changes per unit
time of the respective values are determined from the respec-
tive monitoring data, to be correlational-analyzed, a correla-
tion coefficient r of the respective environmental components
(temperature, humidity, atmospheric pressure) is determined
for each of a variation in zero-point, a variation in span value,
and a variation in standard deviation of the span value, to
evaluate the influence rates of the environmental parameters
such that the environmental components have greater influ-
ences in descending order of the absolute values of the cor-
relation coefficients r. Then, in Step S10, when the judged
result (evaluation) obtained in Step S9 is displayed on the
monitor 31 along with the correlation monitoring diagram,
the environmental evaluation mode is terminated.

By presenting this evaluation to the user, it is possible for
the user to know which environmental parameter has the
highest influence rate, and because the amounts of changes in
the environmental measurement data are disclosed, and there-
fore, it is possible for the user to know how much improve-
ment is required done for which environmental component.
Therefore, it is possible for the user to estimate, for example,
for temperature management, to what extent improvements
are required for weighed data to be within a target manage-
ment range, thus it is possible for the user to conduct the
environmental improvement.

Or, a minimum display of a weighed value which is able to
be determined under the current environment is estimated
from the correlation coefficients r obtained by the influence
rate judging means, and the effect thereof'is displayed, or the
digit which is not assurable of accuracy is deleted/blinked, so
asto be presented to the user. Thereby, automatically suggest-
ing the current maximal performance (minimum display)
which is recognizable with reference to the standard deviation
in the first embodiment by the electronic balance 1, it is easier
for the user to judge whether or not the weighing is continued.

In addition, in the second embodiment, the standard devia-
tion of the span value is used as a standard deviation used for
influence rate evaluation. However, it goes without saying
that a judgment may be carried out on the basis of a standard
deviation of a zero-point or a weight in place of the standard
deviation of the span value.

In addition, as the environment components detected by
the environmental sensor 10 in the first and second embodi-
ments, an accelerometer 14 may be added to detect vibration
in addition to temperature, humidity, and atmospheric pres-
sure. This is because an electronic balance with high weigh-
ing accuracy shown in the embodiment sufficiently receives,
as amatter of course when an earthquake occurs, the effects of
the ground shaking to an imperceptible extent for humans,
and of shaking due to the flow of people which continue for
awhile even after the convergence of an earthquake, and when
performing weighing even in an environment in which there
is a slight tremor, a weighing error occurs. Further, it is
naturally possible to detect wind, sound pressure, gravita-
tional force, and the like as other environmental components,
to be incorporated in the embodiment.

Further, in the first and second embodiments, not only the
environmental sensor 10, but also the data logger 20 is built
into the electronic balance 1. Or, in place of the data logger 20,
an internal memory usually built-in the electronic balance 1
may be used as storage means in this application. In the same
way, the respective functions that the external PC 30 bears
may be taken by the configuration of the electronic balance 1.
That is, the processing in the external CPU 32 is performed by
the internal CPU 3, and the correlation monitoring diagrams
and evaluation to be displayed on the monitor 31 may be
displayed on the display unit 4 for weighed value, etc.
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Thereby, having the entire apparatus composed of a weighing
apparatus built-in the mass spectrometer, the configuration
around the electronic balance body 1 is simplified, and the
weighing apparatus is unitized, which improves the handling
performance for a user.

Further, the method for displaying the correlation monitor-
ing diagrams in the first and second embodiments may be in
any display format as long as it is displayed so as to correlate
those so as to correspond to the same temporal axis.

Moreover, the correlation monitoring diagrams in the first
and second embodiments may be configured, as needed, to be
displayed on a paper output from a printer which is connected
to the external PC 30. That is, the correlation monitoring
diagrams may be visually recognized via a paper as a display
unit.

INDEX OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

: Electronic balance (Mass spectrometer)

: Load measuring mechanism

: Internal CPU

: Display unit on which weighed value and the like are
displayed, which is conventionally the same

5: Built-in balance weight

6: Built-in balance weight inserting/deleting mechanism

7: Motor
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: Motor driving circuit
0: Environmental sensor (Environmental measurement
means)
20: Data logger (Storage means)
30: External PC
31: Monitor (Display unit) of external PC
32: External CPU (Arithmetic processing unit)
100: Weighing apparatus
The invention claimed is:
1. A weighing apparatus comprising:
a load measuring mechanism that detects weighed data;
an environmental measurement sensor for detecting physi-
cal amounts in an environment in which the load mea-
suring mechanism is installed;
amemory for storing the weighed data detected by the load
measuring mechanism, and environmental measure-
ment data detected by the environmental measurement
sensor; and
a CPU including a visual display unit which performs
arithmetic processing by use of the weighed data and the
environmental measurement data stored in the memory,
the weighing apparatus wherein the CPU correlates and
records respective temporal fluctuations in the weighed
data and the environmental measurement data, and the
visual display unit simultaneously displays temporal
fluctuation graphs which the weighted data and the envi-
ronmental measurement data are arranged side by side
or overlaid with respect to a common temporal axis on
the display unit so as to make the temporal fluctuations
visually recognizable via the display unit.
2. The weighing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the CPU is configured to correlate at least one of a zero-
point that is unloaded weighed data and a weight that is
loaded weighed data with recorded data in the memory,
so as to make correlated temporal fluctuation between
the zero-point and the environmental measurement data,
and/or correlated temporal fluctuation between the
weight and the environmental measurement data visu-
ally recognizable via the display unit.
3. The weighing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the CPU is configured to compute a span value which is a



US 9,354,109 B2

13

difference between weighed data at the time of weighing a
load with an already-known mass and unloaded weighed
data, and correlate the span value with the recorded data, so as
to make a correlated temporal fluctuation between the span
value and the environmental measurement data visually rec-
ognizable via the display unit.

4. The weighing apparatus according to claim 3, wherein
the CPU is configured to compute a standard deviation of the
span value which is determined by repeatedly weighing the
load with the already-known mass several times, and corre-
late the standard deviation with the recorded data, so as to
make correlated temporal fluctuation between the standard
deviation of span value and the environmental measurement
data visually recognizable via the display unit.

5. The weighing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein
the CPU is configured to determine a standard deviation by
repeatedly weighing the zero-point or the weight, and corre-
late the standard deviation with the recorded data, so as to
make correlated temporal fluctuation between the standard
deviation of the weight and the environmental measurement
data, and/or correlated temporal fluctuation between the stan-
dard deviation of the zero-point and the environmental mea-
surement data visually recognizable via the display unit.

6. The weighing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the environmental measurement sensor is provided in an elec-
tronic balance having the load measuring mechanism.

7. The weighing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the visual display unit displays only one temporal axis for the
weighted data and the environmental measurement data.
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